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here dead we lie (2010)
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Hanging out of a helicopter, Stephan Zirwes questions our reality while the 
world is presented to him on a platter. He searches for patterns, structures, 
connections, uniformities and contrasts, is that a cornfield or a doormat? A 
bird’s eye view is more than a fascination, it is an opportunity to show things 
hidden from daily life. Flagged by highways, railway tracks, rivers and canals, 
the Ruhr region was documented to show old ruins of forgotten places, re-
vealing stories of history. Known worldwide during the second world war, it 
was where coal mines once cooked steel to dominate the region. Today, every-
thing has changed. Old industrial coal mines have disappeared with only a 
few huge ruins left standing.
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AND 
BEYOND
— Photographer Stephan Zirwes portrays a different side of the world through aerial landscapes.
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